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Urgent! 

 
6,500 Nacimiento  

Property Owners and Lake 
Communities Must Come  

Together to Defend the Lake 
and our Property Values 

 
 

NRWMAC Needs  
Everyone to Join the  

Effort 

We believe the picture below reflects Monterey   
County’s priority for current and future Recreation at 

Lake Nacimiento. 



 

  
President’s Message 

By Randy Gillenwater 

 
 
As 2018 comes to an end and I reflect on just a few things that were 
done in the community during the year.  
  
We officially became owners of the Maintenance Yard, Fire Station and 
surrounding area on March 12, 2018. 
 
The Community Dog Park was completed, fully funded by the 
Recreation Committee and by donations given towards the project. 
Community volunteers built the entire dog park. A nice asset to all 
owners and guest or renters that have dogs that will be enjoying the 
simple but practical dog park located at the camp grounds.  
 
Currently, we are still moving forward on the Clubhouse’s much needed 
elevator for easy access for many owners to attend events and Board 
Meetings upstairs. Thank you to all the many volunteers that have 
helped construct this project. The upper patio floor has also been 
recently been reconditioned. 

 
Recently we have lengthened the auxiliary low water ramp at the Main Marina by 30 feet .  This 
improvement will benefit all boat users for years to come as we all can be launching on concrete 
rather than in mud.  With the hopes of lots of rain in the upcoming months we again will be boating 
next season. We are currently at only 11% and down by 95 feet of elevation. 
 
During the recent August 2018 Sewer meeting CSA 7A we were informed that an upgrade was 
needed. Utilities Division Manager, Ron Munds (rmunds@co.slo.us ) or 805 781-5267 is proposing 
an increased rate from the current rate of $262.10 to $985.08 assessed on each property owner’s 
tax bill annually. County Staff will introduce the rate increase as a consent item at the December 
11, 2018 County Board of Supervisor’s meeting. Following the meeting County Staff will mail a 
Notice of Public Hearing regarding the rate increase to all CSA 7A community members receiving 
wastewater service. A public hearing is targeted for January 29th. I strongly encourage you to get 
your letters of concern to them prior to the Jan 29th meeting. 
 
The major project for 2019 is the new overlay on the entrance road from the front gate to the stop 
sign at the golf course.  The last overlay on this portion of our roads was 20 years ago. 
 
Please show your support of our lake by donating to the “GoFundMe” account on the NRWMAC 
website. Every dollars helps. 
 
The office and staff has done a great job and please remember the winter hours have started at our 
front gate, so plan accordingly. 
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Stephanie Dayton 
General Manager’s Report 

  
Happy Holidays! Its hard to believe that 2018 is coming to an end.   
 

We are looking forward to 2019. There are a lot of large projects 
planned for the coming year, including major road work to our 
entrance road, and drainage, and some great improvements to your 
amenities.  
 

As I look back on 2018 I do observe that we can at the very least be 
thankful that we were able to use our Auxiliary Launch Ramp until 
November this year. The majority of the communities around 
Nacimiento were not as lucky as Oak Shores to have a low water ramp.  

A positive with a negative, since there is a possibility of the use of the Auxiliary Launch Ramp being 
the norm, we were excited to be able to improve the Auxiliary Launch ramp so that in the future you 
will be launching on concrete instead of dirt.   
 

With that being said, it brings up the point of the importance of supporting NRWMAC in their fight 
against Monterey County Water Resources Agency. Oak Shores fully supports NRWMAC and their 
efforts.  The Oak Shores NRWMAC fundraiser was a huge success, and we will continue to fight with 
NRWMAC. An important point that has been made is that if every property owner that has property 
around the lake donates at least $100, the goal of $500,000 that is the anticipated court costs to 
fight, will be met. We encourage everyone to donate to NRWMAC. Donations can be made to the 
GoFundme account on the NRWMAC website.  
 

The 2019 Budget has been approved with a minimal increase of $40 for the year.  Our office will be 
sending out the billing for the first ½ 2019 dues the first week of December.  

 

Our office will be undergoing a huge software upgrade that will take place in the next month.  We are 
excited at the new services that we will be able to offer to you.  This upgrade will give us the 
opportunity to offer you the use of an Owner Portal. You will be able to log in to our server, and access 
your accounts, make payments, set up automatic ACHs, reprint previous billings, and see 
correspondence that has been sent to you.  We know this service will be an incredible improvement, 
and we hope that it is well received.  Stay tuned for more information. 
 

Our E-blasts to our members have statistically been our best source of keeping you informed. We 
typically send out at least two (2) a week. If you have not received our emails, there is good chance 
that the email address we have on file is not current or your email is blocking us as a sender. Please 
let our office know if you have not received these emails so we can get you set up in our database. 
  

We wish you all a wonderful Holiday season and a Happy New Year! 
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Lake Nacimiento property owners and lake enthusiasts: 

 
I am Don Bullard, a full time resident in Running Deer Ranch and the President of NRWMAC. 

For over 25 years NRWMAC has worked hard to keep Monterey in check. A NRWMAC representative goes 
to all the Monterey County Reservoir Operations Committee meetings ( RESOPS ) and we have that seat at 
the RESOPS board because of wining a prior lawsuit that NRWMAC filed against Monterey. NRWMAC 
continues to provide resistance to the Inter-lake Tunnel project, has petitioned against the large water 
releases, fights hard for safer lake conditions, and has been very aggressive in the ongoing fight against 
Quagga mussels, helping to train and provide mussel inspectors around the lake. 

The NRWMAC board meets every month and has additional phone conferences and email between 
meetings and is constantly pushing Monterey, and others, for better conditions, better representation, and 
better lake and water management. And NRWMAC is the ONLY organization that is looking out for lake 
property owners and lake enthusiasts interests. NRWMAC keeps you informed of the reality of Monterey 
and the lake by publishing regular updates about RESOPS meetings, NRWMAC meetings, discussions, our 
progress and our legal processes to save our recreation water rights, and it is clear that litigation is the only 
action that will keep Monterey in check. 

NRWMAC filed an action to intervene in an existing lawsuit between the farmers and Monterey, wherein the 
farmers want to take even more lake water. The court had requested an opinion from the State Water 
Board on this issue. NRWMAC asked the State Water Board for their approval to provide an opinion as 
obviously the people at Nacimiento would be affected by their recommendation. They asked us to have the 
court allow us to intervene as a formality. This should have been easy to accomplish as the requirement to 
intervene in an existing lawsuit is simply to show we had an interest in the outcome., and we obviously do 
have that interest. However, to make sure we had all our bases covered, we also included a few defendants 
that have water rights from the lake and have pipes in the lake as their sole source of water. The court 
refused our intervention. In short, we got hometowned by Monterey. 

We have fought back by filing an appeal with the state water board circumventing the court and then 
additionally we are preparing to file our own lawsuit against Monterey in San Luis Obispo court. The suit we 
are filing in the next few weeks is for the mismanagement of the water and Monterey's refusal to follow 
their water management agreement with the State. This management agreement requires them to 
balance recreation with the other needs for water releases. 

We are making great headway with our expert attorneys, have done exhaustive research and are confident 
we have a path to success to make Monterey County change their lake operations procedure to better 
support recreation and keep water levels at acceptable levels. 
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 NRWMAC (Continued from Previous Page) 

To fund this lawsuit, NRWMAC created a GoFundMe page, and NRWMAC board members donated $15k 
to start the fund. To date, of the 6,500 people around the lake, 400 of them have donated approximately 
$95,000 as of November 26, and legal fees to date have used a portion of these funds. The fundraising 
goal is $500,000. The new lawsuit will be filed in San Luis Obispo Court in a couple of weeks, and we are 
anticipating Monterey to fight this action as hard as they can. 

The NRWMAC board has been discussing the unimaginable reality of the situation. The organization exists 
to protect the interests of over 6,500 residences around the lake as well as the businesses that benefit 
from those residences and lake users. Monterey's actions are destroying our lake use, our property values, 
and even the wildlife that generates from the lake. And yet, less than 5% percent of those 6,500 people 
have supported our efforts financially, and continue to put up with Monterey destroying their way of life at 
the lake and property values. Its been represented by many realtors in the area that if Monterey County 
actions aren't stopped the property values could drop 25% in the next few years. Property values around 
the lake have already dropped. Drive thru Oak Shores and observe all the for sale signs of homes that 
aren't selling. 

Here’s the point... NRWMAC cannot be effective against Monterey without litigation. And litigation requires 
major financial support by land owners and businesses affected around the lake. However, 95% of these 
people haven't provided any financial support to help themselves. 

We have asked many people why they haven't donated. We constantly hear that people don't think 
anything but litigation will work, so they were waiting for that milestone. That milestone is here! Other 
things we hear, are that people didn't know we exist, don’t know what steps we are taking, don’t believe 
we can win, or don’t know about the GoFundMe page. 

So why are we doing what we’re doing? The reality is that the lawsuit is being filed in your behalf, there is 
a long way to go with it, and Monterey has attorneys and money to fight with… and we need your support. 
If we don't get contributions immediately, we will be forced to shut down the litigation and the 6,500 
people around the lake will no longer have any representation. Nacimiento water will be used/abused as 
Monterey sees fit. There will no longer be any coordinated resistance against the Inter-lake tunnel. 

Property owners and Lake enthusiasts will be left to fend for themselves against Monterey County. 

If the Inter-lake tunnel goes through at the elevation currently proposed by Monterey County, most likely 
we will not see water over 745 ft elevation in Lake Nacimiento again. And a full lake at 800 ft elevation 
will be a thing of the past. Monterey has said they will transfer all water over 745 ft to Lake San Antonio 
through the tunnel, until Lake San Antonio fills up, then Nacimiento can fill. Our recreation will never be 
the same. In one year Lake Nacimiento had a water elevation at 100% full and by year end Monterey has 
drained the lake to 16%, and it is a 1/2 dry lake bed. That is mismanagement at best. 

If people are waiting to see if their donation will make a difference, I can tell you, now is the time if you 
value your recreation, way of life and property values. Later may not exist. We must decide if we want to 
protect our Property Values, lake life and the wildlife that goes with it or if we prefer dust/mud, dirt bikes 
and lower property values. 

Please donate today, using the GoFundMe link below, or if you prefer you can privately donate using the 
nrwmac.org link, or mail a check to NRWMAC at PO Box 398, Paso Robles, CA 93447. 

www.gofundme.com/lake-nacimiento-save-the-dragon 

Private donations: 
 
www.nrwmac.org/save-the-dragon/donate-today 

Thank you, Don 
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The Current NRWMAC Board of Directors 
 
Don Bullard, President 

Don has been President for 2 years and on the board for 7 years.  Don enlisted in the Naval Reserve at 
age 18 during Vietnam. After 4 years he was commissioned and did 35 years active service, mostly as a 
pilot flying off aircraft carriers around the world. He commanded an F/A-18 squadron, 2 aircraft carriers 
and a carrier strike group. He was a Deputy Director for Operations in the Joint Staff National Military 
Command Center in the Pentagon on September 11, 2001. Don also was the commander to standup the 
Joint Task Force Horn of Africa for anti and counter terrorism missions. Don retired as an Admiral. Don 
has been married to his wife, Dr. Katherine L Bullard, DNP, RN, for 46 years. They are permanent 
residents in Running Deer Ranch. 

Chuck Larson – Vice President 
Chuck has been a Lake property owner since 1982 and on the NRWMAC Board for 6 years, He is currently 
serving as Vice-President. He is an Account Manager for Hayward Lumber. He is also a Board Member of 
the Home Builder’s Association of the Central Coast and past chairman of the Membership Committee. 
Chuck has served as Co-chair and Program Director for the Green Alliance of the Central Coast and is the 
Past Board President and 8 year Board Member of the YMCA of Santa Maria. He graduated from Wayne 
State University Phi Betta Kappa, summa cum laude and Student Body President for 2 years. 

Bill Capps – Treasurer 
Bill has been an owner in Laguna Vista Boat Club since 1983, a NRWMAC Board Member for ten years, 
and the Treasurer for the past three years.  He stated a commercial and industrial construction 
company 25 years ago. And also started a door and hardware company in 2002 selling high 
security doors and hardware to defense industry contractors. 

Bruce McFadden - Secretary 
Bruce is a Board Representative from Heritage Ranch since February 2017 and has owner there for thirty 
years. He has been a teacher for the past thirty years most of which as an health education instructor and 
football coach at Ventura Community College. He has been coming to Lake Nacimiento since 1964. 

Steve Blois - Director 
Steve is a Board representative from North Shore. Steve is a Cal Poly graduate with an engineering 
degree. He obtained his general engineering contractor license in 1978, and ran the Blois Construction 
family business for 20 years before retiring and building a house at the Lake (Northshore S & B).  He has 
served as State President of the Associated General Contractors, and also served on the Regional Water 
Quality Control Board in Los Angeles for 4 years. Steve is currently an elected Board Member to Calleguas 
Municipal Water District, and serves as Board Secretary on the Metropolitan Water District of SoCal 
board.  He was recently appointed as a Director on the Joint Powers Board overseeing the construction of 
the twin tunnels in the Sacramento Delta.  Steve has served on many other boards over the years in the 
Ventura County area, where he resides when he’s not at the Lake. 

Charles Viescas – Director, IT Specialist 
Charles is a NRWMAC Representative from Oak Shores. He has an extensive IT background  as the 
business owner of “Computer-Ease” since 1989 providing contract and custom computer programming, 
software development management, technology communications, IT management and IT support for 
medical, insurance, largescale database warehouses, and various companies and individuals worldwide, 
and on the California.  

Chris Botti – Director 
Chris has been a property owner at Lake Nacimiento since 2007 and joined NRWMAC Board of Directors 
in April of 2018. He is an attorney with twenty-eight years of experience and the founder of Botti & 
Morison, an estate planning law firm with offices in San Luis Obispo and 5 other locations. . He obtained 
his J.D. from Whittier College School of Law in 1990 and served as an editor for the Whittier Law Review. 
He is committed to the fight to protect Lake Nacimiento for generations to come for his family as well as 
all other lake users and property owners. As an attorney he is a key NRWMAC Board legal advisor. On 
behalf of NRWMAC and all of us he has done important extensive research on the legal history of the 
development of Lake Nacimiento going back to the 1950s. 
         (Continued on Next Page) 
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NRWMAC Board of Directors (Continued from Previous Page) 
Debra M. Garcia - Director 

Debra is representative from Oak Shores where she has been an owner since 2017. She is the Broker Owner 
of Golden Anchor Financial Services, a Mortgage company since 2007 and has 25 years of experience in 
financial services. She also has an extensive background as a community volunteer as a Board Member of 
Los Osos Chamber 2016/2017 where she was selected Volunteer of the year in 2017. She was also on the 
Board of South Bay Women’s Network 2014/2015/2016. 

Bing Smith – Director & Special Legal Advisor  
Bing is a retired attorney.. He serves the NRWMAC Board as one of its two key legal advisors. He is a former 
resident of the Oak Shores community and now lives full-time in Idaho. Bing is a graduate of Cal Poly San 
Luis Obispo and is committed to the defense of Lake Nacimiento in spite of his full time relocation to Idaho. 
All of us in Oak Shores who know Bing and Linda miss them and are so glad they continue as active 
advocates of our community. 

Jeff Green  - Director 
Jeff Greene represents Christmas Cove.  He purchased a ranch next to Oak Shores in 2002. Like 
many people, he lived out of the area and commuted to enjoy the property. In 2014 He and his wife 
Gigi moved to the lake Full time. Since then, he has acquired many other properties and converted 
most of them to Vacation Rentals. He loves the lake and is very concerned about Monterey's 
management of it. For that reason he joined the NRWMAC board. Professionally, he owns 
Nationwide Public Insurance Adjusters who represent clients with their insurance claims worldwide. 
Jeff routinely negotiates some of the largest insurance claims in the country and has vast 
experience negotiating/strategizing  complex business deals. 

Phil Humfrey – Special Assistant to the President 
Phil has a long history at Lake Nacimiento.  He is a former Board Member and Representative as an owner 
from Cal Shasta since 1978. Phil has been a NRWMAC Director for 16 of the 20 years he lived here full-time 
before moving to Paso Robles. During his time as a NRWMAC Director he served as NRWMAC’s focal point in 
developing the Quagga Mussel Prevention Program for Lake Nacimiento.  This program was developed in 
conjunction with the Monterey County Water Resources Agency, Monterey County Rangers, San Luis Obispo 
Sheriff’s office and the San Luis Obispo County Public Works Department. After completing the Mussel 
Inspector Training Course at Lake Mead he was instrumental in the training of almost 400 volunteer Mussel 
Screeners at the approximately 30 private ramps around the lake. He also developed the Quagga Mussel 
Resident Vessel Program for Lake residents that was presented to San Luis Obispo County and subsequently 
approved.  During the last ten years he participated in teaching over 75 classes for new screeners,                
re-certification of existing screeners, and applicants for the Resident Vessel Program. 

Lee Spindler—Director 

Building the NRWMAC Database to Defend the Lake 
by Randy Feltman 

 
Identifying and communicating with all the Nacimiento Lake Property Owners is an essential first step in order 
to defend our shared interests in the lake. The Lake communities have functioned independently separated by 
water and distance ith little organization or communication to bring residents together. Monterey County 
Board of Supervisors and their Water Resources Board carries a big stick and has faced little resistance from 
San Luis Obispo County Board of Supervisors or Lake Residents since we are not organized and don’t vote or 
pay taxes to Monterey County. SLO cities have organization with personnel and financial resources to defend 
their interests but our lake communities have neither.  
 
Nacimiento Regional Water Management Advisory Committee (NRWMAC) has been formed in order to bring 
Lake property owners and Lake enthusiasts together to defend our property values and recreational interests 
tied so strongly to the Lake. NRWMAC has a new Board of Directors profiled elsewhere in this newsletter who 
represent communities around the lake and who have relevant important expertise to defend our interests. 
They are committed to our defense. 
        (Continued on Page 16) 
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Summary of Litigation 
NRWMAC v. Monterey County Water Resources Agency 

Prepared by attorney, Christopher E. Botti, NRWMAC Board of Director 
NRWMAC is involved in three separate litigation matters against the Monterey County Water 
Resources Agency (“MCWRA”).  Each one addresses different threats and seeks damages that are 
unique to their venue.  We are confident that the cumulative effect of these actions will succeed in 
compelling MCWRA change their lake operation procedures to support and promote recreation as 
well as keep water levels at acceptable levels.  Fighting MCWRA on three fronts promises to be a 
very expensive endeavor.  NRWMAC needs significant financial support from all lake users, 
property owners and businesses to the tune of $500,000.00 to continue these efforts on your 
behalf.    We have raised approximately twenty percent of the funds necessary to fight this fight.  
You can help us reach that goal by donating on GoFundMe, on www.nrwmac.org, or by mailing a 
check to NRWMAC at PO Box 398, Paso Robles, CA 93447.   
The following is a summary of each matter.   
 
1. Intervention Action/State Water Board Complaint No. 1 
The first matter was filed on August 15, 2018, in an attempt to Intervene in an existing lawsuit 
filed by the Salinas Valley Water Coalition against MCWRA and the Monterey County Board of 
Supervisors that is currently before the California State Water Board.  In the lawsuit, the Salinas 
Valley Water Coalition is demanding that MCWRA modify its water release schedule so that even 
more water will be drained from the lake on a perpetual basis.   If the Coalition prevails, then a 
legal precedent will be established, and water levels will be much lower.   
The California State Water Board instructed us to first file the Intervention Action with the 
Monterey Court.  On September 19th, the Monterey Court denied NRWMAC’S Intervention Motion.   
We were not surprised by this result and expected to get “hometowned” by  the Monterey Court.  In 
response to this ruling we have filed a direct appeal with  the California State Water Board in an 
effort to circumvent the unreceptive and parochial Monterey Court.   The appeal is currently 
pending.  
 
2. State Water Board Complaint No. 2 
The second action involves a new Petition with the California State Water Board due to MCWRA’S 
recently documented permit violation by releasing excess water from the lake in 2018.  This 
Petition will seek the following remedies from the California State Water Board: 1) Revocation 
and/or modification of MCWRA’S permit thereby putting their exclusive control of the lake at risk;   
2) Obtaining an injunction preventing MCWRA from violating its permit in the future; 3) Ordering 
MCWRA to develop a recreation plan that gives recreation the same priority as other uses; and, 4) 
Imposing a civil monetary fine.  We expect that this second Petition will be filed by the first half of 
December of 2018. 
 
3. Civil Suit in San Luis Obispo County 
The third and perhaps most significant action against MCWRA is the civil suit that will be filed in 
San Luis Obispo County in December of 2018.  The main claims are breach of contract and 
violation of the eminent domain laws.  The breach of contract claim concerns easement 
agreements that were signed by Monterey County that contain recreational clauses that give the 
public the right to boat, fish and swim without restrictions.   MCWRA has breached these 
easement contracts by effectively destroying recreation in 2018 with their excessive and 
unjustifiable water releases.   The eminent domain claim concerns Monterey County forceably 
taking lakefront property from local ranchers in eminent domain actions for the sole purpose of 
building Nacimiento as recreational lake.   MCWRA is not operating the lake as a recreational lake 
as declared and promised by them in their eminent domain filings.  As a result, they are liable for 
significant and dramatic damages.   (Continued on Next Page) 
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Lawsuit (Continued from Previous Page) 
 
This civil lawsuit seeks the following relief:  1) Return of the property that Monterey County seized in 
the eminent domain cases thereby exposing them to tremendous risk and political fallout; 2) Millions 
of dollars in monetary damages for the loss of the value of recreation and decreased property values; 
3) Injunctive relief requiring  MCWRA to honor its permit on a go forward basis; 4) Development of a 
sustainable and enforceable recreational plan; and, 5) Damages for failing to produce and/or 
destroying relevant records in response to NRWMAC’S California Public Records Act request.   

 
 

NRWMAC “SAVE THE DRAGON” Fundraiser 
Dinner and Auction Evening 

Funds Raised $15,034 
 

November 10th we held a fundraiser dinner and auction.  I am so happy to report about the great 
success of this event. Our Recreation Committee worked hard on the dinner and auction to raise 
these funds and achieve this success to defend our lake.  
 
The Gourmet Chef for the evening was Larry Wasserman, who served  125 of us a wonderful and 
delicious dinner.  The full NRWMAC Board attended with several very informative presentations. 
Lots of current issues were discussed including a presentation by two NRWMAC Board Members 
who are attorneys, Bing Smith and Chris Botti. They discussed the legal issues and the new lawsuit 
to be filed in San Luis Obispo County in December. NRWMAC President, Don Bullard, stressed the 
importance of every one of us who loves and uses the lake supporting the www.gofundme.com/
lake-nacimiento-save-the-dragon .  NRWMAC needs every single property owner on or around the 
lake to join the effort and donate to the fund to support the lawsuit. We need to defend our property 
values and the commitment to lake recreation including boating, fishing, skiing, wakeboarding, etc. 
 
Along with the delicious dinner we also had a silent auction along with a live auction with Jeff Killion 
as our auctioneer. I am happy to say the many items that were all graciously donated for this 
evening.. The profit made from the entire evening from dinners, bar, and auction, brought in a grand 
total of $15,034.74. We presented those funds to NRWMAC during our last Board Meeting on 
November 17th. 
 
Thank you to Larry Wasserman, Jeff Killion, and  all the volunteers that helped in any way and to the 
many people who donated auction items and for everyone that bid on and bought items and helped 
made this such a successful evening. Thank you to the entire NRWMAC Board that attended and 
showed their passion for their mission to save our lake. 
 
I still have many “SAVE THE DRAGON” shirts, sweatshirts, tank tops and hats for sale and they all 
will make great Christmas gifts. Shirts, tanks, hats @ $20.00, sweatshirts, hoodies @ $40.00.  
Please call 472-9404 to support NRWMAC and get your shirt, sweatshirt, or hat before their gone!!! 
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Lake Nacimiento in Pictures 

Lake Nacimiento was full in April 2017. Monterey County Water Resources Board drained the 
lake down to  40% in the summer of 2017 and drained it to its current level of 9% beginning 
in April 2018. The Lake level was reduced 95 vertical feet in 18 months 

Full Lake April 2017 

Lake at 9% November 2018 

Cantinas Cove West Launch Ramp—Oak Shores Marina 



“To catch the reader's attention, place an 

interesting sentence or quote from the story 

here.” 

Caption describing 

picture or graphic. 

Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic. 

 
  

Page 11 

Oak Shores Main Marina 



 

Defending the Lake—A Realtors Perspective 
by Cathy Anding Wolf 

I am sitting by a blazing fire, watching heavy rains come down, and being so 
thankful for answered prayers of rain in our region. But, unfortunately, the arrival 
of rain is bittersweet.  You see, with all the rain expected this coming season, 
there is no guarantee, at this time, that we will have a lake to enjoy.  The reasons 
why we bought properties at Lake Nacimiento....getting away from the hustle and 
bustle of daily life, in other words, for Recreation & more!  
 
Our homes and lots have come with sacrifices too.  Tighten up spending so that 
monies are available to pay for the recreation, and maintain our investments. 
Tighten up for the extra expenses of HOA dues, another property tax bill, a water 
bill that’s doubled, utility bills, maintenance, and the water toys, etc.   Yes, we all 

bought the properties as an investment, figuring that when it was time to sell, the value of our investment 
will have increased. Some purchased for additional income, ie vacation rentals, or renting out to fulltime 
tenants.  Some purchased for good sound tax write-offs. Some purchased with their retirement funds, or to 
create retirement funds.  Some purchased to make family memories, and then to hand down to family 
members to carry on those special memories. Some purchased because of the beauty, and because they 
could live at the lake, and still commute to work. And some have to save money for a year to come to the 
lake for just a week of vacation.  Everyone’s reasons to come to the lake are different, but are really the 
same. Enjoy Life at the Lake.  But, now we are wondering if our lake will be useable to not, whether our 
properties will have value if there is not a lake to enjoy.  I look at it this way---- a house in any town has a 
value, next to railroad tracks it has less value, next to a park it has more value, and with a view of the ocean 
(water) it has much more value. Yes, it is true---3 most important items that create value—Location, 
Location & Location.   Right now we might say we have a “mudhole” house?!? It makes total sense that our 
property values will drop again if we lose our lake! How can one say they have a lake house, if there is no 
useable lake around it?   ... But, the drop has already begun, and sadly just when this area was finally 
recovering from the economic crash of 2008-2014).   Home sales all around the lake in (Jan.–Nov2010)-70 
sales, 2011-111 sales, 2012—96 sales; 2013-108 sales; 2014-85 sales.  Then recovery began in Jan-
Nov2015) -123 sales; 2016-128 sales; 2017(full lake) -142 sales & now 2018 (fast reduction of water)-113 
sales, reflecting the 2011 figures during the height of the crash and foreclosure years.  2018 should have 
been a banner year for selling which was reflected in the spring pricing. But it turned out that the sellers 
had to drop prices repeatedly in order to finally sell their properties.  In Oak Shores alone, prices dropped as 
much as 30% from original list prices to closing prices. One home’s selling price from original list price 
dropped $234,000, another $189,000, and yet another $135,000. Why?  The lake was drained, and faster 
than the home prices could keep up with those reductions!  Buyers managed to get some really great deals.  
 
But the loss of lake is not just about OUR property values and OUR pockets.  The lake creates BIG, BIG 
values to the surrounding communities of Paso Robles, Templeton, Atascadero as well as our own San Luis 
Obispo County.  Tourism contributes mega sales tax revenues going to the Cities and SLO County for 
infrastructure and repairs, for Police, & Fire Departments, & SLO County Sheriff, road repairs and 
emergency vehicles.  The businesses that depend on tourism, ie., the local wine & beer industry, the Mid-
State Fair, markets & gas stations, shops and stores, restaurants, and hotels and vacation rentals, all 
depend on the people that come to the lake and spend their money!  Rental management companies, 
house cleaning companies, health care providers and insurance companies all would be affected without 
the income generated by the lake. SLO Cal, the tourism marketing arm of San Luis Obispo County, 
announced that in 2017, visitors spent a record $1.75 billion in the area. Without the lake, tourism will 
drop by record percentages, and could reduce income by nearly a half billion.  Dropped property values will 
drop the money to the schools. The Paso Robles School bonds and San Miguel school  bonds are paid  
           Continued on Page 16) 
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The Economic Consequences of Recreation at Lake Nacimiento 

By Randy Feltman 
 

Ideally we would contract with one of the local universities that analyze economic 
impact for precise data. Unfortunately, we don’t have the resources to contract for a 
specific study at this time. However, we know there are major economic impacts related 
to the lake level. A predecessor organization to NRWMAC called the Friends of 
Nacimiento did contract in 1993 for an analysis of the economic impact of recreation at 
Lake Nacimiento.  They submitted a study to the State Water Board as part of a request 
for that agency to investigate the actions of the Monterey County Water Resources 
Agency’s at that time. That Study detailed impacts of decreased recreation, trade in 
Paso Robles, construction in the Lake area, property values and retail sales, the tax 
base, and the support and services industry in the lake area. That study in 1993, more 
than 25 years ago, identified a $118,240,000 loss caused by decreased recreation at 
Lake Nacimiento. We can assume a comprehensive analysis in 2018 would reveal a 
much greater impact. 
 
If a study was done today we would seek a detailed impact analysis including but not 
limited to the following areas. 

· Lake property values – We have heard from realtors that property values could 
decline 20 to 30% if lake levels in coming years severely limited recreation. 

· Home sales would be slower and more challenging. 
· The public marina would lose massive revenue and might even be forced to 

close.  
· Fewer visitors to the lake would spend less with all kinds of local merchants. 
· Fewer Lake visitors would vacation here less, would rent fewer homes, would 

not visit local wineries, eat at local restaurants, and shop at local stores. 
· The local boat sales and service businesses would collapse. 
· Property tax revenue to SLO County would decline proportionately to the 

reduction in assessed values. 
· Local sales tax revenues would decline. 
· Home construction and all related businesses would decline as the real estate 

market deteriorated.  
· The full and part-time lake population would decrease. 
· The future economic growth factor projected for the North County would 

decline. 
 

We can be sure there are other negative economic implications for the current property 
owners, local business and tax revenues for the Local and State government. It is clear 
we have good reason to organize and fight to defend Lake Nacimiento with the hope 
that Paso Robles City, the County Government and local businesses will see it is in their 
interest to join us. 
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Oak Shores Holiday Activities 
By Janice Gillenwater and Peggy McMullen 

 
We are approaching a very busy month of the year. Please read the posted flyers at 
your mailbox station or follow us on face book under Oak Shores Recreation and 
Activities. 
 

· December 1st- Christmas Gift Bazaar 11am-3pm 
· December 8th- Community Christmas Night light parade and open houses -  

 meet at 5:15 corner of Lakeview and Ready (The Gillenwater’s) 
· December 13th - Community Christmas Bunco 6:30 at clubhouse, potluck, 

 and gift exchange, call Janice 472-9404 if interested 
· December 15th  - Community Family Christmas with Santa – RSVP is a must, 

 so every child is given a gift from Santa. Potluck Dinner 
· December 16th- Santa Paws- Great Photo opportunity with Santa with your 

 dogs, cats, birds etc!!! 11-12noon Bring your cameras!! 
· December 24th- Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 6:00 in our clubhouse 
· December 25th- Merry Christmas !! 
· December 31st- Happy New Year’s - no Clubhouse New Year’s Eve Party this 

 year 
Looking forward to 2019!!! We welcome you to join the recreation committee and 
join in on the fun for the entire community. 
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Don’t Forget Christmas Presents at 

          LOGOS 
                              Lots of great Lake logos Gear  

                                Women’s, Mens, Kids  Items 
     Lake Stickers 

 
                                  

 

Open during all Community Holiday 
Events and by contacting one of the           

LOGOS Volunteers listed on the front door 
who will come to the store to assist you 

Come in soon for the best selection 
See the New Inventory 
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Many Thanks to  

Rusty and Chuck Lipscomb 
 for Nine Years of Dedicated Commitment to the Clubhouse Art Gallery 

 
CLUBHOUSE GALLERY NEWS 

By Rusty Lipscomb 
As this year ends and we begin anew, I want to wish our community a very Happy 2019!  It is a new 
beginning for the CLUBHOUSE GALLERY as well. JJ Johnson and his lovely wife Gosia, will be taking 
over the gallery shows.  I am looking forward to their enthusiasm and new ideas. 
 
I am counting on our community giving them the same support that I have been so fortunate to 
receive in the past 9 years and 25 gallery shows.  It has been so much fun helping to bring our 
talented photographers into the clubhouse for all to enjoy, whether it was THE PETS OF OAK 
SHORES or FUN ON THE LAKE or a picturesque trip by a resident!  I want to thank the members of 
the past Beautification Committee for believing in the gallery idea, and working our fund raising 
events to make it possible.  I also want to thank Logos, and Sandy Rice for sponsoring the Galleries 
for the past several years! 
 
A heartfelt thank you to the following photographers: Chuck Lipscomb, John Watkins, Toni Watkins. 
Cindy Dunlap, Sandy Rice, Nancy Feltman, Randy Feltman, Christine MIgliori, Vicki Wheeler, JJ 
Johnson, Aaron Hamilton, Summer Sutherland, Shari Sutherland, Shawn Davis, Janice Gillenwater, 
Marcy Clark, Linda Riggs, Cathy Wolfe, Bud Berard, Sydney Cain, Diane Taylor, Ruth Hale, Heather 
Lauderdale, Sam McKibbin, Bob Motto, Sheryl Qualls, and to those not mentioned, many thanks 
and my apologies. 
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 OAK SHORES PROPERTIES   

Building a Database (Continued from Page 7) 
A first essential step necessary to organize and communicate is the identification of all the lake 
property owners. It has been reported that there are 6,500 of us around the lake. That’s a substantial 
population that could have a real impact. NRWMAC is building that database with names and email 
addresses to form this coalition. Please help Oak Shores join in by sending your information to 
oakshoresowner@nrwmac.org.  Other lake communities will be doing a similar recruitment. 
Homeowners associations are prohibited by laws protecting privacy from sharing their email address 
databases so this effort has to come directly from the individual homeowners. Once your name is added 
you will get the updates on NRWMAC’s new lawsuit and other related NRWMAC initiatives and 
information. Our threatened property values and the reduction of recreational opportunities effects 
everyone at the lake so let’s strive for 100% participation at Oak Shores. Everyone counts. Lets set the 
pace for the other lake communities. Please participate. 

                                     HOMES                                                                                                                           
  Address                  Bd/Ba          Price 
2625 Crows Nest              3/2                $399,000                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
2361 Rough  Rd                3/2                $399,000 
8802 Deer Trail                 2/2                $429,000 
8061 Pine Branch             3/4                $439,000 
2537 Shoreline                   4/3               $499,000    
2745 Lookout Loop           4/4               $529,000 
2522 Shoreline                   3/3               $529,000 
2275 Lariat Loop                4/3               $545,000 
8809 Circle  Oak                 4/3               $559,000 
2671 Pine Ridge                  3/3              $619,000 
8209 Bass Pt                       5/3              $669,000 
8763 Pronghorn                 4/3               $695,000 
8765 Pronghorn                 3/3               $699,500         
8761 Pronghorn                 5/4               $720,000                                                                                                                                        
8736 Bluff Ct                      4/4               $794,990 
8059 Pine Branch              4/6             $1,080,000 
8143 Smith Point               4/5             $1,525,000                                                                                                                                 
                                  
 

                  LOTS     
2603 S Captains Walk           $13,000  
2251 Lariat Loop                    $15,000 
2349 Lakeview                        $16,500 
2465 Captains Walk               $17,500 
2579 Oak Shores                    $24,000 
2440 Stern Deck                      $30,000 
2677 Pine Ridge                      $37,500 
2658 Pine Ridge                      $39,900 
2463 Captains Walk                $45,000 
8509 Fan Ct                             $47,000 
2517 Captains Walk                $50,000       
2709 Turkey Cove                   $75,000 
2280 Lariat Loop                     $90,000 
2879 Saddle Way                     $99,900 
2298 Ridge Rider                     $110,000 
8745 Bluff Ct                            $139,000 
2629 Captains Walk                 $179,000 
8137 Smith Pt                           $199,000 
8840 Cantinas Pt                      $725,000 
 

Information provided through the California Regional MLS as of  11/27/2018. Information has not been verified, is not guaranteed, and is   
subject to change. Copyright© 2018 by the following Associations of REALTORS®—North San Luis Obispo County, Scenic Coast, San Luis 
Obispo, Pismo Coast, Santa Maria, Santa Ynez Valley, Lompoc Valley. 

Defending the Lake (Continued from Page 12)   
on our property tax bills—those funds are all based on our lake property values. The schools will lose-
out on the much needed funds for our children’s education.  Let’s get real here---when we had the 
Chimney Fire in 2016, our tax dollars were paying for the firemen, the airplanes and the helicopters 
that scooped the water and dumped on the fire. And the firemen who saved our homes? Sorry, but 
with no lake water, people’s lives would be their only priority.   We have always believed “what goes 
down always goes back up” and I have seen the lake dry for the 3 times since 1987...but the differ-
ence was mostly caused by the drought, the lack of rains to refill the lake after being drained.  But, this 
year we had the rains which filled the lake, and we should have had a banner year. Instead people 
heard no water in the lake, so they stayed away. Be mindful of NWRMAC and the efforts they are doing 
for our good and the good of our cities and county!  Help in any possible way you can...monetarily, vol-
unteering, getting the word out to everyone in town, and out of town! This issue is not just for lake 
property owners.  This issue involves everything and everyone else mentioned.  
Demanding that the lake be as a recreational lake, is a job for each and every one of us here and 
those who come to the local towns, to enjoy the lifestyle of our area!          
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Contemporary Service 8:30am 
Clubhouse 

Pastor Jack Little            
805-369-2046 

Church sponsored  events  for the  
COMMUNITY                      

Weekly  Bible Study Groups  
Thanksgiving Breakfast,  

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service,               
Resurrection Sunday Service              

Kid’s Fishing Derby                              
Father’s Day Family  Fun Day 

Weddings                                                      
Celebration of Life Memorials                  

Baptisms in the Lake  
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Advertise In The Oak Leaves 
 

Join our wonderful group of Oak Leaves advertisers. 
¨ The rates remain the same for 2018. $35 for a single edition ad, $30 per ad for two editions and $25 per ad 

for all 4 editions during the following 12 months.  
¨ Ads are limited to a business card size containing whatever information the business chooses. 
¨ Contact Stephanie or Debbie in the OSCA office (472-2233) or Randy Feltman (472-2258) for more 

information and to place your ad. 
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SANTA WILL BE AT THE CLUBHOUSE SUNDAY  
DECEMBER 16TH FROM 11AM TO NOON 

Make Sure Your dog is on a Leash 

SANTA PAWS  
 

HAVE YOUR 
BEST FRIEND’S 
PICTURE TAKEN 

WITH SANTA 



 
Oak Shores Community Association 
2727 Turkey Cove Road 
Bradley, California 93426 
 
Phone—805—472-2233 
www.oakshores.us 

Lakebottom by Mike Greenlee 

The Lake as It Should Be——————submitted by Jeffrey Caponi 


